Odontoglossum & Odontocidium Culture
Housing: Greenhouse or bushhouse depending on your climate. During the summer
months good air movement is important. In winter, some cover to prevent the plants from
becoming too wet may be necessary.
Water: Try to keep your mix just moist; in summer, watering should be increased.
Fertiliser: Use at half or quarter strength; large amounts of fertiliser can do as much harm
as lack of fertiliser.
Potting: Best time for repotting is in autumn; pot in as small a pot as possible; most mature
plants will fit into 100-150mm pots. Over-potting may result in loss of roots.
Sphagnum moss is recommended; Cymbidium mixes are unsuitable; bark alone may be
used or with additives of perlite and/or polystyrene.
Pests & Diseases: Insects such as aphids can cause damage particularly to small plants.
Keep a close look-out and spray with a suitable insecticide at first sign of trouble.
Mealy bug can be a persistent pest and most commonly occurs on plants and leaves.
Garden insecticide ®Confidor is the best remedy. Do not use oil based products as this will
damage plants.
For more information visit an orchid society such as The North Shore Orchid Society which
meets at 8.00pm on the 1st Wednesday of the month at the Forestville Memorial Hall, Starkey
St, Forestville. All visitors welcome.
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